
 COMMUNITY SAFETY IN NORTHERN IRELAND - ACTION PLAN TO DEVELOP A REVISED COMMUNITY SAFETY STRATEGY     Theme Issue Action Lead Action By  Creating Safer Communities Statutory underpinning for information sharing for the purpose of preventing, detecting or responding to crime and Anti social Behaviour (ASB)       Adopt provisions in the Noise Act 1996.                      

• Further engagement with stakeholders on proposal to introduce legislation to facilitate information sharing, similar to the Crime and Disorder Act 1998.   
• Outcome of engagement will be reflected in final version of strategy submitted for consideration to the Minister with responsibility for community safety.   
• Consideration of outcome of meeting with Belfast City Council (the only council area to adopt these measures thus far), to evaluate the success of their scheme to deal with noise complaints to consider if there is potential to roll out this scheme in other areas.  
• Meet with key stakeholders i.e. NI Local Government Association, NI Housing Executive and PSNI to identify barriers/develop actions to reduce noise related anti social behaviour.    
• Dependent on the outcome of this process, explore options to roll out Belfast City Council scheme to other council areas and/or develop measures to tackle this issue.   

CSU            CSU                      

• November 2009     
• December 2009       
• September 2009         
• October 2009       
• December 2009      



 Introduction of formal powers for dispersal/disorder zones                  Tackling environmental crime such as graffiti, litter, vandalism, abandoned vehicles, fly tipping and fly posting.              

• Focus groups/workshops to engage with key stakeholders on issues of concern such as the potential to impact on the freedoms of individuals living in designated dispersal zones and displacing problematic behaviour rather than tackling underlining causes.   
• Outcome of engagement will be reflected in final version of strategy submitted for consideration to the Minister with responsibility for community safety.  Should there be any resultant proposals regarding formal powers these will be screened for equality and human rights issues.   
• Further engagement on proposal to introduce legislation, based on the Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 2005, to give additional powers to local authorities for dealing with litter, fly tipping, graffiti, dog fouling and nuisance & abandoned vehicles.  
• Outcome of engagement will be reflected in final version of strategy submitted for consideration to the Minister with responsibility for community safety.  Should there be any resultant proposals regarding formal powers these will be screened for equality and human rights issues.  

CSU                   CSU                  

• Autumn 2009         
• December 2009          
• September 2009          
• December 2009         



 Closure of premises which are causing a significant, persistent and serious nuisance.                Physical security measures          

• Further engagement on proposals to introduce legislation, similar to those contained in the Criminal Justice and Immigration Act 2008, to close premises which are causing significant, persistent and serious nuisance to local communities.  
• Outcome of engagement will be reflected in final version of strategy submitted for consideration to the Minister with responsibility for community safety.  Should there be any resultant proposals regarding formal powers these will be screened for equality and human rights issues.   
• Continue, in partnership with key stakeholders, to develop, evaluate and raise awareness of existing projects.   
• Continue to build networks with statutory, community and voluntary sector and through these identify and consider new initiatives.  

CSU                  CSU 
• November 2009        
• December 2009          
• Ongoing     
• Ongoing Focus on Families and Young People Introduction of formal powers for individual support orders, parenting support orders and parental compensation orders.        • Focus groups/ workshops to engage with key stakeholders on issues of concern such as potential criminal implications of orders and impact of fines on low income families and to examine alternative proposals i.e. voluntary support programmes currently operating in NI e.g. NIACRO’s Assisting People and Communities Programme (APAC) and CSU          • October 2009          



             Diverting young people from becoming involved in crime and ASB. Providing support to parents and young people. 
Child and Parent Support (CAPS).  

• Outcome of engagement will be reflected in final version of strategy submitted for consideration to the Minister with responsibility for community safety.  Should there be any resultant proposals regarding formal powers these will be screened for equality and human rights issues.   
• Continue, in partnership with key stakeholders, to consider and evaluate existing projects.   
• Work with the statutory, community and voluntary sector to identify and consider new initiatives.  

            CSU     CSU 
  

• December 2009          
• Ongoing    
• Ongoing Building Stronger Communities Increasing the level of support services for victims and witnesses.       Ensuring community safety is embedded in the activities of all responsible agencies.  

• Continue, in partnership with key stakeholders, to develop and evaluate existing projects.   
• Work with the statutory, community and voluntary sector to identify and consider new initiatives.    
• Work closely with the devolved departments and any other relevant bodies as RPA is progressed, particularly with regard to any proposed community planning legislation.   

CSU    CSU     CSU • Ongoing    
• Ongoing     
• Autumn 2009      



 Other Key Points  Adverse media stories creating a negative perception community safety and increasing fear of crime.      Development of Strategy and Action plan for older people.             Multi Agency Approach 
• Work is ongoing in CSU to develop communication/ marketing objectives to promote the strategic/ policy development work of the Unit and at a local level by the Community Safety Partnerships.     
• Work currently underway to develop an Older Persons Strategy & Action Plan in partnership with key stakeholders. A dedicated Reference Group will develop an Action plan which will focus on reducing crime, ASB and fear of crime experienced by older people, through new and existing initiatives, raising awareness and developing networks with older peoples groups at local and regional level.    
• Final strategy to encourage joined–up working at a strategic and local level and recognise the contribution made by the community and voluntary sector to community safety. 

CSU         CSU              CSU     

• Ongoing        
• Reference Group will meet over the Summer months 2009    
• Plan to be launched end of September 2009 to tie in with Age Awareness Week      
• December 2009      

 


