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CONSULTATION RESPONSE QUESTIONNAIRE

You can respond to the consultation document by e-mail, letter or fax.

Responses should be sent to:

E-mail:

electionsunit@nio.x.gsi.gov.uk
Written:

Head of Elections Unit




Northern Ireland Office




1st Floor




11 Millbank




LONDON




SW1P 4PN

Fax:


02072100248

Further copies of the consultation paper and response questionnaire are available by telephoning 02072106569 or text phoning 02890527668 or via the internet at www.nio.gov.uk
Responses must be received no later than 12 October 2009
I am responding:
as an individual    FORMCHECKBOX 
     on behalf of an organisation    FORMCHECKBOX 

(please tick a box)
	Name:
	     

	Job Title:
	

	Organisation:
	

	Address:
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Tel:
	

	Fax:
	

	e-mail:
	


SUMMARY OF KEY QUESTIONS

Residency requirements:

1.
Should the three month residency requirement for registration in Northern Ireland be removed?

Access to register in case of emergency:

2.
Do you agree that the Chief Electoral Officer should be able to release information contained in the register to provide assistance where there is an imminent and serious risk to a person?

Absent Vote Applications:

3.
Should an individual be able to attest up to two absent vote applications at a particular election? 
4.
Do you agree that those in receipt of the higher rate of Attendance Allowance or higher rate care component of DLA should not be required to have their absent vote applications attested? 
5.
Should the list of those who can attest absent vote applications be extended to include other healthcare professionals? 
6.
Should postal vote applicants who request that their ballot is sent to a different address provide reasons for this?

Voting from Abroad:

7.
Should the requirement for an applicant to declare that they are a British citizen on an Overseas Elector’s Declaration be amended in respect of Northern Ireland? Do the 2008 Regulations require further amendment in relation to this?

Performance Standards:

8.
Should the Chief Electoral Officer participate in a Performance Standards scheme tailored to meet the unique duties of the Office? 
Other Issues: 

9.
Should Further Education Colleges be added to the list of specified authorities that the Chief Electoral Officer is able to request information from for registration purposes?

10.
Should the Chief Electoral Officer be able to summarily remove a person from the register if informed by the relevant authority in another jurisdiction that that person has died?

11.
Should the list of acceptable ID to be used when voting be extended to include EU driving licences?

12.
Should responsibility for promoting public awareness in respect of registration and elections transfer to the Chief Electoral Officer?

Equality Implications:
13.
Are the proposals in this document likely to have an adverse impact on equality of opportunity or on good relations with regard to the Section 75 categories of people?  
RESPONSE TO KEY CONSULTATION QUESTIONS
Residency requirements:
Q.1
Should the three month residency requirement for registration in Northern Ireland be removed?

Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
     No    FORMCHECKBOX 

(please tick a box)

Additional Comments:     
Access to register in case of emergency:
Q.2
Do you agree that the Chief Electoral Officer should be able to release information contained in the register to provide assistance where there is an imminent and serious risk to a person?

Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
     No    FORMCHECKBOX 

(please tick a box)

Additional Comments:     
Absent Vote Applications:
Q.3
Should an individual be able to attest up to two absent vote applications at a particular election?

Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
     No    FORMCHECKBOX 

(please tick a box)

Additional Comments:     
Q.4
Do you agree that those in receipt of the higher rate of Attendance Allowance or higher rate care component of DLA should not be required to have their absent vote applications attested?

Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
     No    FORMCHECKBOX 

(please tick a box)

Additional Comments:     
Q.5
Should the list of those who can attest absent vote applications be extended to include other healthcare professionals? 

Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
     No    FORMCHECKBOX 

(please tick a box)

Additional Comments:     
Q.6
Should postal vote applicants who request that their ballot is sent to a different address provide reasons for this?

Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
     No    FORMCHECKBOX 

(please tick a box)

Additional Comments:     
Voting from Abroad:
Q.7
Should the requirement for an applicant to declare that they are a British citizen on an Overseas Elector’s Declaration be amended in respect of Northern Ireland? Do the 2008 Regulations require further amendment in relation to this?

Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
     No    FORMCHECKBOX 

(please tick a box)

Additional Comments:     
Performance Standards:
Q.8
Should the Chief Electoral Officer participate in a Performance Standards scheme tailored to meet the unique duties of the Office? 

Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
     No    FORMCHECKBOX 

(please tick a box)

Additional Comments:     
Other Issues: 
Q.9
Should Further Education Colleges be added to the list of specified authorities that the Chief Electoral Officer is able to request information from for registration purposes? 

Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
     No    FORMCHECKBOX 

(please tick a box)

Additional Comments:     
Q.10
Should the Chief Electoral Officer be able to summarily remove a person from the register if informed by the relevant authority in another jurisdiction that that person has died?
Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
     No    FORMCHECKBOX 

(please tick a box)

Additional Comments:     
Q.11
Should the list of acceptable ID to be used when voting be extended to include EU driving licences?

Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
     No    FORMCHECKBOX 

(please tick a box)

Additional Comments:     
Q.12
Should responsibility for promoting public awareness in respect of registration and elections transfer to the Chief Electoral Officer?
Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
     No    FORMCHECKBOX 

(please tick a box)

Additional Comments:     
Equality Implications:
Q.13
Are the proposals in this document likely to have an adverse impact on equality of opportunity or on good relations with regard to the Section 75 categories of people?   If yes, please give details of qualitative or quantitative evidence to support this view and any alterations to the policy that you believe might reduce any adverse impact.
Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
     No    FORMCHECKBOX 

(please tick a box)

If yes, please provide additional comments:     
Additional Comments (please refer to Question if continuation from above):     
THANK YOU FOR YOUR COMMENTS

RESPONSES: CONFIDENTIALITY AND DISCLAIMER
The information you send us may be passed to colleagues within the Northern Ireland Office, the Government or related agencies. Individual responses may also be published on the internet at www.nio.gov.uk, unless a respondent has requested otherwise. Information provided in response to this consultation, including personal information, may be published or disclosed in accordance with the access to information regimes. These are primarily: the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA), the Data Protection Act 1998 (DPA) and the Environmental Information Regulations (2004).

If you want the information that you provide to be treated as confidential, please be aware that, under the FOIA, there is a statutory Code of Practice, with which public authorities must comply, and which deals, amongst other things, with obligations regarding confidence. In view of this, it would be helpful if you could explain to us why you regard the information you have provided as confidential. If we receive a request for disclosure of the information we will take full account of your explanation, but we cannot give an assurance that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances.

Please ensure that your response is marked clearly if you wish your response to be kept anonymous. An automatic confidentiality disclaimer generated by your IT system will not, of itself, be regarded as binding on the Department. Confidential responses, included in any statistical summary of numbers of comments received and views expressed, will be anonymised. The Department will process your personal data strictly in accordance with the Data Protection Act. In most circumstances this will mean that your personal data will not be disclosed to third parties.
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