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Are you planning to sell fireworks? 
 

This document has been written to help you do what you need to do to protect the safety of 
your staff and customers and to comply with the law.  It contains notes on good practice 
which are not compulsory but which you may find helpful in considering what you need to do.  
You should be aware that there is an Approved Code of Practice and Guidance availabe from 
the Health and Safety Executive for Northern Ireland at . 
(http://www.hseni.gov.uk/manufacture_and_storage_of_explosives_in_northern_ireland.pdf ).  
It would be beneficial to obtain and familiarise yourself with that document also. 
 
 
What you need to do 
 

You will need to carry out a risk assessment.  This means thinking about what could go 
wrong and then what action you need to take to try to ensure that it does not. 
 
The main questions you will need to ask yourself are: 
 

�  How could a fire start? 
�  How could it spread? 
�  What do I need to do to protect people if there is a fire? 

 
The actions you need to take are to: 
 

�  prevent a fire starting; 
�  stop it spreading; 
�  protect people in the event of a fire. 

 
The risk assessment is about taking sensible, common sense precautions.  For example, a 
fire could be started by a cigarette so you will need to take steps to stop people smoking 
anywhere near the fireworks. 
 
There is a checklist to help you carry out your risk assessment at the end of this document. 
 
 
Preventing a fire 
 

Do: � Do exclude sources of ignition. � Do stop people smoking anywhere near the fireworks. � Do restrict entry to the store where the fireworks are kept. � Do keep fireworks away from space heaters. � Do follow your supplier’s advice on returning unsold items. 
 
Don’t: � Don’t store fireworks with caustic substances such as drain cleaners, 

paint strippers and wood preservatives. � Don’t keep fireworks near fertilisers and products containing peroxides 
(e.g. fibreglass hardeners). � Don’t let the fireworks become wet or damp. 
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Stopping a fire spreading 
 

Do: � Do keep fireworks in closed transport packaging. � Do use suitable storage and display cabinets. � Do leave fireworks in their closed transport boxes until you are ready 
to move them to display or storage cabinets. � Do avoid handling fireworks unnecessarily. 

 
Don’t: � Don’t empty fireworks into metal dustbins. � Don’t store fireworks near articles that could catch fire easily, leading 

to the fire spreading to the fireworks. � Don’t store the fireworks near other articles that could spread the fire. � Don’t store with flammable substances such as white spirit or nylon 
tights and stockings. � Don’t store near pallets, cardboard boxes and paper. � Don’t store near parked vehicles. 

 
 
Protecting people in the event of a fire 
 

Do: � Do ensure that all fireworks in the shop sales area are kept in a 
suitable display or storage cabinet. � Do ensure all escape routes and fire exits are clear and fire exit doors 
unlocked. � Do ensure that your fire detection and alarm system (if you have one) 
is tested and working properly. � Do ensure that everyone understands that the first priority is to ensure 
that staff and customers leave the shop as quickly and safely as 
possible. � Do carefully consider and manage the amount of stock in the shop 
sales area. � Do position transport containers well away from any neighbouring 
houses. 

 
Don’t: � Don’t store or display fireworks anywhere near an escape route or fire 

exit. � Don’t store or display an excessive quantity either in the shop or in the 
stockroom. � Don’t store more than you are allowed to store under your licence or 
registration. 

 
Please note that you must take special precautions if you share a building with flats or 
maisonettes.  Details of these can be found at paragraph 311 of the Approved Code of 
Practice and guidance.   
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Summary of the main legal requirements 
 

The main regulations that are particularly relevant to the storage of fireworks are as follows: 
 

�  The Management of Health and Safety at Work Regulations (Northern 
Ireland) 2000 require you to carry out a risk assessment and to record 
it if you have five or more employees.  You can use the checklist at the 
end of this document to help you do this. 

�  The Manufacture and Storage of Explosives Regulations (Northern 
Ireland) 2006 require that you take appropriate measures to prevent 
fire or explosion; to limit the extent of fire or explosion; and to protect 
people from the effects of fire or explosion. 

�  The manufacture and storage regulations also require anyone storing 
more than 5 kg net of explosive to either register with the Secretary of 
State, or, for larger quantities, obtain a licence. 

�  In addition, there are also general duties under both health and safety 
at work law and fire safety law. 

 
If you are selling fireworks you have duties under: 
 

�  The Explosives (Fireworks) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2002.  The 
Regulations prohibit the possession, purchase, sale, acquisition, 
handling or use of fireworks (except category 1 (indoor) fireworks and 
category 2 sparklers) unless a licence has been issued by the 
Secretary of State and they place restrictions on the types of fireworks 
that can be sold to members of the public.  There are requirements on 
retailers not to sell fireworks unless a valid licence is produced, to 
keep records of the sale of fireworks, not to sell sparklers if the 
packaging does not carry the wording “Warning: not to be given to 
children under 5 years of age”, not to sell fireworks if the packaging is 
not in English, to display a notice warning that it is illegal to sell 
fireworks to anyone under the age of 16 and to display the certificate 
of registration at the point of sale. 

�  The Explosives Act (Northern Ireland) 1970 and regulations made 
under it will apply if you are keeping more than 225 kg net weight of 
category 2 fireworks or any category 3 and 4 fireworks. 

�  The Explosives (Amendment) (Northern Ireland) Order 1996 – 
fireworks cannot be sold to a person under 16 years of age. 

 
Contacts 
 

Firearms and Explosives Branch 
Policing Division 
Northern Ireland Office 
Block 4, Knockview Buildings 
Stormont 
Belfast, BT4 3SL 
Phone  (028) 9052 0057 
Fax  (028) 9052 0194 
Email  feb@nio.x.gsi.gov.uk 
Web  www.nio.gov.uk 
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Retailers’ risk assessment checklist 
 
This checklist is designed to help you carry out a risk assessment and plan what actions you need to take.  It is not an exhaustive list, you should 
bear in mind the circumstances and layout of your premises.  You may find it useful to read the guidance on safety and risk assessment in the 
Approved Code of Practice and guidance. 
 

How could a fire start? 

Danger Action Your actions and notes (record here any specific 
actions you need to take) 

Action 
taken Comments 

Cigarettes and other naked 
lights. 

�  Restrict access to store area where 
fireworks are stored. 

�  Ensure fireworks are not left 
unattended in the warehouse. 

�  Prohibit smoking anywhere near 
the items. 

�  Keep in a locked cabinet or display 
cabinet. 

(e.g. ‘ensure all staff are aware of no smoking 
areas and check no smoking signs are displayed 
in prominent locations) 

 
�  

Taking positive action to 
prevent a fire is the most 
important of all the control 
measures you must take. 

Sparks from electrical 
sockets and fittings. 

�  Disconnect from electrical supply if 
fitted in display cabinets or use 
dummy fireworks. 

�  In storerooms, remove electrical 
equipment (other than light fittings 
and fire detection equipment) and 
blank off plugs. 

   

Heat causing boxes to 
catch fire. 

�  Remove space heaters or position 
them well away from the fireworks. 

�  In storerooms, leave a clear space 
between the light fitting(s) and the 
fireworks. 

   

Fire involving other goods 
spreads to the fireworks. 

�  Keep in a dedicated storeroom if 
possible, otherwise in a fire-
resistant store cupboard or cabinet 
or container. 

�  Keep well away from flammable or 
combustible articles. 

  Flammable substances 
include white spirit and 
solvent-based paints.  
Video tapes and 
tights/stockings are also 
highly flammable.  
Combustible articles 
include cardboard, paper 
and wood (e.g. pallets). 
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Danger Action Your actions and notes (record here any specific 
actions you need to take) 

Action 
taken Comments 

Arson or criminal action. �  Keep in secure goods yard. 
�  Keep under supervision. 
�  Review location of the store and 

security arrangements. 

  A fire might be started 
deliberately or by theives 
using cutting equipment to 
gain access to the store. 

How could a fire spread and get worse? 

Heat from burning 
fireworks causes nearby 
flammable or combustible 
articles to catch fire. 

�  Remove the flammable or 
combustible articles if possible. 

�  Locate fireworks well away from 
flammable substances to reduce 
risk of fire spreading. 

�  If fireworks are stored in a 
container outside the building, 
ensure it is located well away from 
parked vehicles, pallets etc. 

   

Burning fireworks or 
fragments are thrown into 
flammable or combustible 
articles. 

�  Keep the fireworks in their 
transport boxes. 

�  Close transport boxes after use. 
�  Keep fireworks in a separate 

storeroom.  If this is not possible, 
keep in fire-resistant cupboards or 
cabinets. 

�  If the fireworks are stocked in a 
warehouse, ensure there is a 
barrier between fireworks and 
flammable items (e.g. a wall, or a 
wire screen) or enclose items in a 
wire cage or keep them in an ISO 
container or other suitable 
construction that will contain the 
fragment throw. 

�  Control the quantity of fireworks in 
the shop area. 

�  Ensure the premises are suitable 
for the quantity of fireworks (and 
keep the stocks of fireworks within 
the limits permitted by your 
registration or licence). 

  Anyone storing large 
quantities of flammable 
substances should seek 
specialist advice. 
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Danger Action Your actions and notes (record here any specific 
actions you need to take) 

Action 
taken Comments 

Fireworks are 
contaminated by other 
chemicals or by water and 
become unstable. 

�  Keep away from caustic 
substances such as drain cleaners, 
paint strippers and wood 
preservatives. 

�  Keep away from fertilisers and 
products containing peroxides (e.g. 
fibreglass hardeners). 

�  Keep in a dry place. 

   

How could people be harmed if there was a fire? 

Staff or customers are 
unable to escape because 
of heat and/or smoke. 

�  Keep all fireworks in a display or 
storage cabinet. 

�  Ensure the fireworks are located so 
that escape routes are not affected 
by smoke and flames in the event 
of a fire. 

�  Ensure escape routes are not 
blocked by other goods. 

�  Ensure all staff are clear what 
action must be taken if there is a 
fire. 

  Priority must be for staff 
and customers to evacuate 
the shop. 
 
Fires should only be fought 
if people are in danger. 
 
You have a legal duty 
under The Fire Precautions 
(Workplace) Regulations 
(Northern Ireland) 2001 to 
ensure that any person 
present in your shop can 
escape quickly should 
there be an outbreak of fire. 

Fire spreads to 
neighbouring or adjoining 
residential premises. 

�  Locate containers away from 
neighbouring houses. 

�  If there are flats or residential 
accommodation in the same 
building, ensure that there is a 
separate escape route for 
residents. 

�  Install a fire detection and alarm 
system. 

�  Ensure that suitable fire doors are 
fitted etc. 

   

 


